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SUBJECT: HELICOPTERS FOR THE ROC 

REFERENCE: (A) STATE 211792 
(B) TAIPEI 6375 

1 . WE HAVE NOW RECEIVED A VARIETY OF REQUESTS FOR AP- 
PROVAL TO SELL HELICOPTERS TO THE ROC. BOEING HAS ASKED 
TO SELL 8-10 CH-47C CHINOOKS, SIKORSKY HAS INQUIRED 
ABOUT SALES OF S-61A (H-3) AND S-65 (H-53) TRANSPORT HELI- 
COPTERS AND THE ROC HAS ASKED VIA DIPLOMATIC NOTE TO PUR- 
CHASE 24 CH 47C CHINOOKS, 32 BELL OH 58B LIGHT OBSERVA- 
TION HELICOPTERS, 12 BELL AH 1G HUEY COBRAS AND 20 HUGHES 
TH 55 PRIMARY TRAINER HELICOPTERS. 

2. WE ARE NOT SYMPATHETIC TOWARD THIS BARRAGE OF REQUESTS. 
IN OUR VIEW, THE UH-1H HUEY COPRODUCTION PROGRAM, WHICH 
PROVIDES THE ROC WITH 118 HELICOPTERS, BASICALLY MEETS 

ROC HELICOPTER NEEDS. ANY INCREASE IN THIS RATHER SUB- 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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STANTIAL INVENTORY, PARTICULARLY INVOLVING INTRODUCTION 
OF HELIOCPTERS WITH SIGNIFICANT TROOP TRANSPORT CAPA- 
BILITIESIS BOUND TO ATTRACT UNHELPFUL ATTENTION AND 
SPECULATION. SOME MAY VIEW ROC INTEREST IN AN INCREASED 
AIR-LIFT CAPABILITY AS LINKED WITH WISHFUL HOPES FOR A 
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COLLAPSE IN PRC RULE AND AN ENSUING ROC ROLE ON THE 
MAINLAND. WE ARE SKEPTICAL THAT ROC ASR OR TRANSPORTA- 
TION NEEDS MAKE THE RISK OF SUCH SPECULATION WORTH 
TAKING. OUR CONCERNS APPLY PRINCIPALLY TO THE CHINOOK, 

HUEY COBRA AND TWO SIKORSKY MODELS. 

3. WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY ADDITIONAL LIGHT THE EM- 
BASSY CAN SHED ON ROC HELICOPTER NEEDS AS WELL AS 
RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE CASES BEFORE US. 

ROBINSON 
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